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Talented Young Artist from Viét Nam

rtist Dinh Y Nhi is a graduate of Ha

Noi's School of Fine Arts. Her father,
the much-decorated painter Dinh Trong
Khang, has been teaching there for more
than 20 years, while her mother works for
the motion picture industry. Y Nhi's father,
her first art teacher, began giving her les-
sons before she reached the age of nine. Y
Nhi now spends a couple of hours a day
teaching a course in aesthetics at the

aesthetics is an artist who deals with
the sorrowful human fate without pre-
tension. Y Nhi's work has been exhib-
ited in many shows in Vietnam. Y Nhi
was also part of a recent group show in
Bangladesh, and is receiving notice
among press and art patrons in other
Asian countries, and here, in the
United States.

Y Nhi's current series consists of

Dinh Y Nhi at her studio. (Photo by Nguyén Dung Tai)

School of Architecture in Ha N6i, as well as
perfecting her art. She is anxious to have a
larger studio, as her current workspace is
actually the landing on the stairwell lead-
ing to the rooftop terrace of her house.
There is in Dinh Y Nhi's paintings a
sense of maturity and confidence that is
astounding. The surprise comes in part
from the impression the painter creates of
herself: she appears deceptively young
and naive, frequently adopting playful
modes of talking. At her age, Vietnamese
women are more likely to be mothers wor-
rying about jobs, meals and household
chores. Y Nhi, however, keeps all worries
from her face, and her hair is cut short on
one side, almost in a boyish care free style.
The 27-year-old painter and professor of

dozens of large gouache paintings on
paper. Her subjects are child-like stick
figures, or cartoon faces, rendered
with deceptively random and simple
brush strokes. There is a playfulness
that reflects the outer images the
painter projects of herself. "I do look
for simplicity in my paintings," says Y
Nhi, explaining her decision to use
only black and white- and moody
shades of gray- for her current series.
The limited palette conforms to the
cartoon figures she represents in the
paintings, but Y Nhi's style also allows
her to convey complex textures and
emotions in her images.

Continued on page 7
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Trg gitp trrdrng Tiéu hoc lang Pong Hoa Hiép

T reong ti€u hoc Pong Hoa Hiép nhan dugc sy tro
gitp cia VNHELP trong nam qua. Chuong trinh nay
dugc dé xudng va dong gop bGi nhirng ngudi sinh quan &
lang Dong Hoa Hiép, quan Céi Be, tinh Tién Giang.

Song Céi Be 1a mot nhdanh ctia song Tién Giang chay
ngang va chia quan Céi Be thanh hai ving: mét khu vuc la
cdc co s& thwong mai va hanh chanh, mét khu vuce la
nhitng thon x6m nong nghiép. Dac diém ctia C4i Be 1a nha
tho Céi Be, dugc xay hon 100 ndm treée, ndm gitra nga ba
song, c6 kinh va trang nghiém tao cho Cai Bé c6 nét dic thu
khéc v&i cdc viing khac & mién Tay. Ngoai ra cam Céi Be
ndi tiéng 12 ngon va ngot. Hién nay dic biét véi "Cho ndi"
trén song Cdi Be 1a vyra trdi cdy, noi tip trung nhiéu ghe
thuyén chuyén ché rau cdi, cay trdi tir cac viing Dong Théap
Muoi, Rach Gid, chuyén 1én bén xe thanh pha.

Cdc em hoc sinh lop Hai dirng trudc phong hoc maoi son lai
(Photo by Thu Ha)

Truwong ti€u hoc Pong Hoa Hiép ndm bén kia bo song,
ngang bén dd qua chg Céi Bé. Tuy nhé nhung tredng phuc
vu cho ca viing dong dan cur ven séng. Nh¢ tredng lang ma
cac em hoc sinh khong phai di do qua séng dé€ hoc &
treong quan. Khong nhw & mién Bic dan ching séng tap
trung quanh lay tre lang, & mién Tay dan chung song rai
rdc trén dong rudng rong nén c6 thé phai di bo hang may
cay s6 ma&i dén treong hoc.

Nhan dip tré lai qué hwong, mot s6 thanh vién cta
VNHELP thay tdn mét cdc hu hai cla treong sé, su can
thiét ctia treong doi voi tré em trong lang, va dugc 6ng
Nguyén Phuéc Anh, phu huynh, va 6ng Nguyén Van B4,
hiéu tredng treong dé nghi VNHELP gitip d&. Nho su ing
ho chia ba con qué & Cai Be, hién sinh sdng tai San Jose,
California, VNHELP da quyén g6p duwgc so tién $1,000, va
da chuyén vé $500 cho ndm hoc 93-94.

Vao thang 7-95, ong Tran Van Tinh, dai dién VNHELP
dén tham trueong tiéu hoc Pong Hoa Hiép, dugc thay
nhitng d6i méi clia treong - san treong da dugce nang
cao, mot s6 phong hoc da tu stra lai, thu vién c6 thém
nhiéu sach bdo méi. Ong ciing da trao d6i véi cac thay co,
va cdc vi phu huynh trong lang vé du én stra chira treong
cho ndm téi, va da trao s6 tién 500 do la cho treong. SO
tién nay sé dugc dung dé xay bon nuéec, sira lai nha vé
sinh, va mua thém sé4ch gido khoa cho nam hoc t&i

Qua nhitrng hinh 4nh va bdo cdo ctia thay co gilri sang,
chung toi rat xic dong khi thay dugc niém vui cia cdc em
hoc sinh va ba con trong ving. Noi dau trén dit nuéc
Viét Nam nhat 1a & nhirng vung qué déu c6 nhirng nét
ngheo va lac hau can giup do dé phap trién. Uéc gi
nhirng dong gép twong tu nhw da lam & lang Dong Hoa
Hiép sé duoc lién tuc thye hién trén khap vung qué ctia
ddt nuéc.

My Thudn

Cap hoc bong Nguyén Trwrorng TO
lan thi tw

Hoc béng (HB) Nguyén Truwong To ctia VNHELP danh
cho céc sinh vién thudc céc treong dai hoc & Ha Noi, Hué,
thanh phd H6 Chi Minh va Can Tho da budc sang nam
thtt tw véi nhiéu thanh qua day khich 1& cd phdm va
lrgng. Trong nién khéa 1994-1995 VNHELP da cap hoc
béng cho 137 sinh vién hoc gidi, va c6 khé khan tai chinh
thudc céc treong dai hoc & Viét Nam. S6 tién hoc bong da
dugc anh Lé Van Hoa va anh Nguyén Ba L, dai dién
VNHELP, trao tan tay cho sinh vién trong budi phét hoc
béng vao thang 6-95 tai thanh phé H6 Chi Minh. & Ha
Noi, budi phat hoc béng da dwoc t6 chirc tai Dai hoc Bach
khoa vao thang 5-95.

Nhan dip gap go véi cac ban phéi hgp chrong trinh
hoc béng ctia VNHELP tai Viét Nam vao thang 4-1995, chi
Dwong Thanh Xuan va anh Nguyén Ngoc Thinh da trao
d6i thém vé s6 lwong hoc béng va tieu chuan duyét xét tai
cac dia phwong trong nam t&i. Tai Dai hoc Hué va Can
Tho, hai ban cing da giap g& va trao d6i véi cdc sinh vién
danhan hoc béng trong nhitng nim qua. S6 hoc bdng cho
nién khéa 94-95 diroc chia ra nhuw sau:

- Dai hoc & Ha-Noi: 30 hoc bong, 100 do la/HB

- Dai hoc Hué: 20 hoc bdng, 100 do la/HB, va 11 HB
khuyén khich, 20 do la/HB

- Pai hoc & thanh phé H6 Chi Minh: 30 hoc béng, 100
do la/HB.

-Pai hoc Can Tho: 22 hoc béng, 70 do la/HB, va 14 HB
khuyén khich, 20 dola/HB.
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Expansion of Nguyén Trwrorng Té Scholarship

Coordinators Met With Recipients

Two U.S. coordinators of the Nguyén Trudong ToO
Scholarship program, Thinh Nguyén and Xuian Duwong
met with local coordinators and students in Hué, H6 Chi
Minh City, Ha Noi and Can Tho during their trip in April.
In each city, Xuan and Thinh discussed and ironed out
schedules for the next year, but the most rewarding part of
the trip was the chance to meet with scholarship recipients
in H6 Chi Minh City and Can Tho

In H6 Chi Minh City, Xuin was invited to a delightful
traditional Vietnamese concert organized by Nguyén Thai
Huéan, one of last year's scholarship recipients. In Can
Tho, this year's scholarship recipients asked Thinh ques-
tions about VNHELP's other programs in Viét Nam, and
gave suggestions on the NTT Scholarship. The students
took the opportunity to make comments they felt would
make a bigger difference in their lives with regard to the
scholarships. Among the suggestions was that VNHELP
consider giving full four-year scholarships, instead of the
yearly smaller ones. Overall, VNHELP's Scholarship pro-
gram gives more in terms of scholarships and amount
than any other NGO group, but the awarding of full four-
year scholarships is a future possibility based on our fund-
inglevel.

Expansion of the Program

We are considering an expansion of the scholarship
program to include universities in smaller cities and to
give a fixed number of scholarships to disabled students.
Expansion of the NTT program, however, is contingent on
the amount of funding received by VNHELP in the months
to come. The amount of funding the NTT program
receives not only affects its expansion, but also the num-
ber of scholarships to be awarded in 1996.

In May 1995, we concluded the NTT scholarship pro-
gram in Viét Nam for the school year 94-95. It was a long
exciting year, with a lot of hard work for all, due to the
improvements in the program. It was, however, another
successful year in which VNHELP was participated directly
in the selection process and developed closer relations
with the scholarship recipients.

In terms of the selection process, we received 41
applications from students in Hué alone, for this year's
awards. The selection criteria is based on the applicants'
level of academic achievement, creativity and most of all,
economic hardship. Because some universities do not
allow their students to receive more than one type of

Scholarship recipients in Ho Chi Minh City.

scholarship per school year, some scholarship recipients
may not be chosen until after March. This delay accords
the universities time they need in order to avoid awarding
more than one scholarship to any one student. In the
school year 1994-95, VNHELP granted 102 scholarships,
$70- $100 each, to college students throughout Viét Nam,
plus consolation prizes, $20 each, to 35 students in Hué
and Can Tho.

Nha Uyén

Danh s4ch sinh vién nhan hoc bong
Nguyén Trwong To nam hoc 94-95

H6 Chi Minh City
*Dai hoc YDuwoc - La Quéc Trung, Nguyén Kim Minh Tam,
Nguyén La Tri Diing.

* Dai hoc Nong 1am - Tran Thi Ngoc Lan, Trdn Viét Hoa.

* Dai hoc Sw pham K§ thuat - Triwong Thi Minh Nam,

Hujynh Qudc Viét.

» Dai hoc Su pham - Nguyén Ngoc Thanh Loan, Nguyén Thj

Thanh Giang.

+ Dai hoc Cao déng Su pham - Trdn Dinh Manh Tién, Lé

Thi Minh Chéau, P6 Lé Bdo Tran, Lé Thi Thanh Thdo.

« Dai hoc My thuat- Vo Van Ha, Tran Thi Hué.

* Dai hoc Vian héa - Ngo Thi Ai Long, Nguyén Thi Nguyét

« Dai hoc Nghé thuat San khdu - Dinh Thj Van Ha, Lé Van

Tt.

» Dai hoc Téng hgp-Nguyén Thanh Tung, Nguyén Thanh

Binh.

+ Dai hoc Kinh t€ - Lé Thi Thanh Ha, Vé Thi Diém Trang,.

* Dai hoc Luat - Ha Thj Thanh Binh, Vo Thi Mong Hdng.

+ Dai hoc Tai chanh K& toan - Huynh Thi Thdo, Nguyén Vin

Ho.

» Dai hoc Bach khoa - Pham Thanh Ha, Nguyén Vin Thu.
Tiéo theo trang 4
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Committee Activities Update

r. Judith Ladinsky, Chairperson
D of the U.S. Committee for Scien-

tific Cooperation with Viét Nam and
also a member of VNHELP's advisory
board, sends her best wishes as well as
current information on the Commit-
tee's programs. Some areas with rising
needs foreseen by the U.S. Committee
for Scientific Cooperation with Viét
Nam are AIDS prevention, environ-
mental protection, biotechnology,
and education, and training for gradu-
ate students.

The lifting of the embargo and
establishment of an embassy in Ha
Noi has only slightly affected the pro-
grams and people Dr. Ladinsky and
the Committee have worked with for
years. While dollars are now flowing
into Viét Nam, little of the money is
reaching schools, hospitals and
research centers. As such, Viét Nam
will continue to require the skill and
assistance from the Committee until
the economy is well established, the
infrastructure is rebuilt and Viét Nam
can generate the revenue necessary to
ensure establishment of resources in
science, health and education.

The following programs are on

going.

Opthalmology Programs

Thanks to the many eye banks
that have contributed to this program,
the Committee has been able to take
corneas for transplant to the Insti-
tutes of Opthalmology in Ha No6i and
H6 Chi Minh City. In the last few
years, an average of 12-18 corneas per

year have been brought in for trans-
plant. Without benefit of the trans-
plants, over 60 people would not have
been able to see. In conjunction with
Eye Surgeons International, over 12
ophalmologists have each visited Viet-
nam for one month to teach and do

surgery.

Cancer Pain Relief Program

In conjunction with the National
Cancer Institutes in Ha Noi and H6
Chi Minh City, the Program in Cancer
Pain Relief has been monitoring the
Ladder Principle for relief of Cancer
Pain. The data from this program
shows that patients are achieving con-
trol of pain remaining within the fam-
ily unit, and effectively using
morphine at the terminal stages. The
results to date are encouraging. In the
next year, the Committee will transfer
technology in the manufacturing of
oral morphine for production in Viét
Nam.

Malaria

The programs in Malaria are on-
going with Chg Quédn and Chg Ray
Hospitals in HCM City as well as in a
number of local sites in the provinces.
Many of these studies are looking at
the effect of Artemisinine and its
derivatives on cerebral, pediatric and
drug resistant malaria.

Medical Study

In the last years, a total of 75 Viet-
namese physicians have come to the
US for three month visits to observe

surgery at a number of institutions.
The fields have been in gastroenterol-
ogy, ear, nose & throat, OB/GYN,
oncology, ophalmology, internal
medicine, neurology and radiology to
name but a few.

Public Health Interns

Students from US Schools of Pub-
lic Health had the opportunity to work
for several months at Vietnamese hos-
pitals and institutes to study the
health problems of a developing
country, and to work with public
health officers in Vietham The stu-
dents have worked with their counter-
parts in Viét Nam on AIDS, malaria,
hepatitis, health education and
immunization programs to name but
a few.

Exchange Programs

Hundreds of Vietnamese scien-
tists, physicians and academics have
visited the US under Committee aus-
pices over the last four years. Many
have come to work with research
counterparts and to train in new tech-
niques. Some have also come to
attend professional conferences. They
often came for more than a few weeks
and enjoyed experiencing American
culture. If you would be interested in
knowing when Vietnamese visitors are
in your town or if you would be willing
to host someone, please let the Com-
mittee know. The contact number is
(608) 263-4150.

*

Danh sich sinh vién...
Tiép theo trang 3

Tran Thi My Hanh, Pham Thi Thanh Tam, Vii Khdc Hing,
Hoang Hdi Yén, Nguyén Hiru Phii.

P
Hué

Ha Néi

» Dai hoc Y khoa - Nguyén Chi Hiéu, Lé Thi Thanh Xudn, Lé
Thi Thu Ha, Lwong Mai Anh, Pham Thi Vy Linh, Nguyén
Van Thi, Nguyén Lién Phwong, Hoang Thi Cdm Lwong,
Nguyén Sinh Hién, Nguyén Ngoc Minh, Vit Duong Thdng.
* Dai hoc Bach khoa - Vii Xudn Ha, Trdn Viét Linh, Lé Anh
Tudn, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Mai, Nguyén Hong Lién, Pham
Thanh Huyén, Nguyén Quang Vinh, Lé Xudn Ding.

» Dai hoc Tai chinh K& todn - Nguyén Thi Nghia, Dinh Nam
Thdng, Pham Bd Diing, Vii Dikc Chinh, Nguyén Hao Tung,

» Dai hoc S pham-Phan Thi Thiiy Hdang, Lé Thi Thanh Triic,
Nguyén Thi Xudn Vinh.

« Cao ding Sw pham-Nguyén Thi Minh Nguyét,Vé Pitc Cao.
» Dai hoc Nong lam-Ho Thdng, Nguyén Quéc Tudn, Hoang
Van Nhon, Nguyén Tan Puwoc, Lé Dinh Phiing.

» Dai hoc Y khoa-Ddng Thj Thanh Dung, Tran Khdnh Toan
,Nguyén Hiru Tri,Nguyén Lwong Quang, Dao Vin Chuong.
+ Dai hoc Téng hop-Nguyén Pon Hong Chdu,Trinh Thi
NgocThiiy, Nguyén Trinh KiéuLién,Mai Thi Lé, Tran Cong
Linh.
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Personal Reflections
on U.S.-Viét Nam Relations

Iam filled with mixed emotions by the recent opening of

the U.S. Embassy in Ha Ngi. Some of my parents friends
have been travelling to and from Viét Nam since the early

eighties for myriad reasons. I once asked my father why he
and my mother couldn't make a stop in Viét Nam from
Paris or the Philippines like their friends were doing, since
they constantly spoke of family left behind. My father, a
quintessential Republic of Viét Nam, as southern Vietham
government was called before 1975, military officer, gave
me an emphatic "No!" for both reply and explanation. The
more verbal and expressive of the two parents, my mother
clarified Dad's answer with, "We are not spending our hard-
earned money in Viét Nam until the Communist govern-
ment is replaced by a democracy and the U.S. re-opens an
embassy there."

Years later and months before President Clinton lifted
the 30-year-old US trade embargo on Viét Nam, I cautiously
asked my father. "Dad, wouldn't it be neat if I took that job
a friend is offering me in Ha N9i?" By 1993, my parents had
raised four women through their teenage years and one
adolescent son who surfed, watched MTV, smashed pump-
kins on Halloween and played football like any suburban
American kid - my father knew that a "No" alone, would
not suffice. Instead, he responded with, "My daughter will
not work for a Communist government!" In a nutshell, you
see the path my views on Viet Nam and normalization once
followed.

Because Viét Nam remained foremost in my parents
mind, they had convinced me throughout my formative
years in the United States that my destiny involves Viét
Nam, is being Vietnamese. However, because post-1975 Viét
Nam is an alien entity to me and my parents, I was unclear
on how I to even feel about Viét Nam as the country, the peo-
ple, the government. I gradually came to the conclusion that
I need not feel ambivalent about wanting to "do something"
to make life less harsh for the people in Viét Nam. This was,
for me, ashiftin thought regarding what is "politically cor-
rect," i.e. embargo, and what is humane and moral. The
issue at hand was setting aside ingrained biases in order to
become an actively caring human. Witholding technology
from a country such as Viét Nam did not ensure that its gov-
ernment would collapse, only that its infrastructure would
be weak.Denying U.S. trade to Viét Nam did not mean that
the Vietnamese government did not trade, only that it
traded with other countries. In the meantime, more than
80% of the Vietnamese people subsisted in rural poverty
and the diseases and despair that accompany such dire con-
ditions.

My mixed emotions have nothing to do with democracy
versus communism because I know what I prefer. Ialso feel
the normalization of relations between the United States
and its Southeast Asian Cuba comes none too soon. The
uncertainty I feel regarding normalization is because I

Welcome News

President Clinton’s decision on July 11, 1995 to estab-
lish normal diplomatic relations with Viét Nam was wel-
comed but not without mixed emotions, like the story on
this page by a long-time VNHELP supporter.

VNHELP applauds President Clinton’s decision. How-
ever, we do acknowledge the bitter divisions among indi-
viduals and groups within as well as outside the
Vietnamese American community. We believe that it's
time for us to at least search for some common concerns
and work to help lend a helping hand to the people of Viét
Nam and welcome them to the global village of the 21st
century.

VNHELP's mission and purpose have always been to
work directly with the needy people of Viét Nam through
grassroots locally managed self-help and community
development programs there and we continue to do so.
Please come join us in this noble endeavor.

Tending ducks on Tién Giang River
(Photo by Minh Tri)

acknowledge that people such as my parents still feel a lot of
pain and resentment about all Viét Nam has experienced.
They feel it is wrong of the U.S. to "cohort with communist,"
that perhaps normalization will bring more corruption
and only hurt the Vietnamese people further. I once quoted
Arthur Miller to a friend when he was going through a deci-
sion making crisis of sorts. "Paradise ends where choice
begins ..." I had stated sympathetically.

In my support of VNHELP and organizations like it, I
have chosen humanity over politics. I now wonder what
will happen to Viet Nam now that the gates of choice are
open; however, I am given hope by the thought that what
others did in the past does not matter so much as the differ-
ence we can all make in the present.

Tracey Tran
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VNHELP News Round-up

Vietnam's Health Specialist Visits

Bay Area

Under the sponsorship of Dr.
Judith Ladinsky of the University of
Wisconsin at Madison, VNHELP
hosted Dr. Nguyén Nhat Hung from
Viét Nam. Dr. Hung, a physician with
interest in community health educa-
tion, was here in the United States on
a two week whirlwind tour of various
community-based health organiza-
tions and programs. Hoping to bring
some innovative ideas back to Viét
Nam, Dr. Hung visited Bay Area’s
organizations that are considered pio-
neers in their field. The Asian Ameri-
can Communities Against AIDS, the
Vietnamese Community Health Pro-
motion Project in San Francisco, the
Asian Health Services of Oakland, and
the Santa Clara Medical Center were
all visited. Dr. Trweong Thi Bach, Dr
Ton That Chiéu, VNHELP's long-time
supporters graciously hosted Dr.
Hung in their house while he was in
Washington D.C. and in the Bay Area.

VNHELP s Volunteers Monitor Pro-

grams in Viét Nam

As some volunteers were busy
hosting Dr. Hung in the Bay Area,
other staff and volunteers were
attending to VNHELP programs in Viét
Nam. VNHELP Board member,
Nguyén Ngoc Thinh, spent a month in
Viét Nam with volunteers, Trdn Nam
Phurong and Dwong Thanh Xuén, vis-
iting and monitoring various program
sites. Travelling separately, the three
adventurous souls met-up with one
another in Hu€ and Ha Noi to meet
with Nguyén Trudng To Scholarship
coordinators at their respective sites.
The visits were productive, with
VNHELP staff accorded the chance to
talk with scholarship recipients and to
assess the programs’' effectiveness.
Thinh also made a trip to Can Tho to
discuss the Nguyén Trudong T Schol-
arship with various students and
scholarship recipients there.

VNHELP Open House
Overall, being in Viét Nam again

Friends gathering at the Open House in May 1995.

was exciting and exhilarating, albeit
exhaustive, yet Xuan and Thinh made
it back to the United States in time for
the opening of VNHELP's new 1212
Broadway office in Oakland on May
12. Despite heavy rain and bad traffic,
over 60 guests and more than 20 vol-
unteers and staff members gathered
to celebrate another mile-stone in
VNHELP'S progress. In one room,
board member Sonny Lé ran an on-
going slide show that documented
work being done by VNHELP in Viét
Nam. In the hallway of the office
building, friends and family mingled
while enjoying food donated by loyal
VNHELP patrons, Le Cheval Restau-
rant and Saigon Deli. VNHELP encour-
ages those who did not make to the
Open House to make appointments
and visit the new office and meet with
staff and volunteers.

Interior Decorator Needed

While on the subject of the new
office, anyone who attended the May
Open House knows that its walls are
artless and its book-shelves are empty!
The VNHELP office currently has two
desks, a filing cabinet, answering
machine, computer, fax machine and
two or three chairs. We would be more
than happy to take donations of books
and literature on Viét Nam - in either
English or Vietnamese, folding chairs,
filing cabinet, art work, and general
office supplies such as staplers and
stackable filers. Please contact
VNHELP if you wish to donate time,
equipment, or to arrange for a visit of
the office.

Office Hours

Sonny Lé currently volunteers as
the Office Manager who also helps
staff the office and oversees day-to-
day activities. We need additional
volunteers who can come in for at
least 2 hours each week. Current
Office Hours are: Monday through
Friday, and Sunday, 10:00AM to
1:00PM. Please contact us at (510)
832-4715 if you wish to help.

Indochina NGO Forum

VNHELP's Chairperson of the
Board of Directors, Tran Kim Anh,
and Secretary of the Board, Sonny
Lé, attended the Forum on Viét
Nam, Cambodia and Laos, a non-
governmental organizations (NGO)
meetings at Columbia University in
New York, from June 8th through
June 11th. The forum was designed
for all NGOs with projects in Cam-
bodia, Laos and Viét Nam to come
together to share and exchange
ideas and information on NGO work
in the three countries. Governmen-
tal representatives and delegates
from the host countries were also
present at the conference.

Last But Not Least...

If you are interested helping
with the 4th Anniversary Celebra-
tion, please contact VNHELP office.
We need volunteers to sell tickets,
advertise space in the program
book, obtain sponsorships and raf-
fle items.
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Talented Young Artist from Viét Nam

Continued on page 1

Artists familiar with Y Nhi’ swork
often praise her originality. "In the
increasing commercialism of the Ha
Noi i art scene, more and more art-
ists are painting what sells," says Lé
Anh Van, a painter and professor at
the School of Fine Arts." But Y Nhi
has developed her own style, her
own expression. [ am amazed at the
confidence she displays in her work,
considering that she is still so
young."

Other artists express the fear
that someone as young as Y Nhi may
get stuck in a particular style. Com-
fort, not to mention early success,
often blocks an artist's develop-
ment. While he shares that view, Lé
Anh Van is optimistic about Y Nhi.
"She will grow. She works hard,"
says Van.

VNHELP is now helping to bring
Dbinh Y Nhi to the United States for a
two-month residency at the presti-
gious Villa Montalvo in Saratoga,
California. Villa Montalvo is the
West Coast's oldest artist residency
program, hosting about 35 interna-
tional painters, poets, writers and
other artists, yearly. Dinh Y Nhi is
expected to arrive in November of
this year, and Villa Montalvo will

"I do look for simplicity in my paintings" (Photo by Nguyén Dung Tai)

provide her with an apartment and
painting studio. A United States exhi-
bition tour of Y Nhi's work has been
planned and will kick-off in the very
near future. Throughout Y Nhi's tour
and residency, VNHELP will organize
receptions to welcome the artist, giv-
ing VNHELP supporters a chance to
meet her.

As Dinh Y Nhi is one of the first

artists to be invited to the United
States for an extended stay, VNHELP
views this as the first step toward
establishing an artists exchange pro-
gram that will help develop Vietnam-
ese artists from either side of the
Pacific. If you would like to help with
this effort to further artistic and cul-
tural exchange, please contact
VNHELP.

Nguyén Qui Piic

viet nam

Yes, | would like to support VNHELP.

H Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of:

0 $200

AL
A P

health education literature projects

O Health

Please make your check payable to:

Name

0 $100

for VNHELP Project(s) in:

O$0 0O%20

O Education O any Project.

VNHELP

1212 Broadway, Suite 830, Oakland CA 94612.

Telephone

Address

O other $

VNHELP Projects:

o Health
Community Health Education Center

o Education

Nguyén Truong To Scholarship

Children Educational Radio Program

Schools for Handicapped Children in
Cén Tho

Can Ldc Junior High for the Talented,

Céi Be Elementary School

Cén Tho Street Children Program

Contributions are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
VNHELP is classified as 501(c)3 by the Internal Revenue Service.




VNHELP Newsletter

VNHELP

Saturday, October 7, 1995
5:00PM-8:00PM
Oakland Museum’s James Moore Theater
(Free Parking)
Program

Fund forWomen
Entertainment: Traditional VietNamese Music
Presentation of VNHELP' s projects in Viét Nam

Museum’s lovely garden
$40/person, $70/couple

RSVP by September 30.
Tel:(510)832-4715 Fax: ((510)834-3741

Fourth Anniversary Celebration

Emcee: TT Nhu, San Jose Mercury News Columnist
Speaker: Anne Firth Murray, President of The Global

Food: Vietnamese food buffet dinner in the Oakland

Chwong trinh Van nghé gay quy VNHELP

Casi KHANHLY
v&i chii dé: 50 ndm
Xin trd no nguwoi
Vao ngay Chii nhdt, 29 thdng 10, 1995.
3 gior chiéu
Dia diém: Foothill College Auditorium
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills, CA

Gid vé: $25-$50.

Hwong trng gitp Cau lac b
Tré em Pworng pho

Sau bai viét Can Tho Street Children Program trén
Bén tin S6 14-Spring 1995, VNHELP nhan dugc dién
thoai ing ho viéc trg gitp va déng gép tai chinh cho
chuong trinh gitp tré em dwong phd. VNHELP da
chuyén s6 tién $1,000 dén co6 phu trach chinh, Lé Thi
Thu Trang, vao thang 7 vira qua. SO tién trg gitp trong
nam nay dwoc dung dé cham lo budi com chiéu cho
cédc tré em, va tién lwong cho c6 gido day hoc cho cac
em vao budi tdi.

Giri sdch bdoy t& cho thw vién

Trong ndm qua, VNHELP dda nhin dugc nhiéu
déng gép quy bau ctia cdc manh thwong quan tir khap
noi, nhiéu vi da goi dién thoai bay t6 méi quan tdm va
khich 1& déi véi cdc du én gitp do Viét Nam cung
nhiéu y kién xay dung. Nham muc dich gitp d& céc
ban dong nghiép trong nganh gido duc vay té€ c6 thém
tai liéu tham khdo va day hoc, mot s6 anh chi da quyén
gop sach, tap chi, bang cassettes day Anh vdn cho
VNHELP.

Vao thang 7 vira qua , VNHELP da chuyén dén ting
cho Trung tam Van dong Sitc khée Cong dong tai Can
Tho, va Thw vién Khu hoc xd Ngo Gia Ty, Sai Gon, 4
thuing sach va tap chi chuyén mén vé y va nha khoa.

VNHELP xin thanh that cdm on Bdc si Trieong Thi
Bach, Bdc si Biru Can, Ba Lucie Smith, va Bdc si Peter
Ng da nhiét tinh quyén gép sach béo trong thoi gian
qua.

*
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