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Sinh vién va Nghe nghiép

Sinh vién hop mdt trao doi vé nganh nghé minh dang hoc. (Anh: Trdn Kim Anh)

S inh vién Nguyén Thi Nguyét, 22 tudi,
qué tai Budn-Ma-Thudc, bak Lak,
hoc nganh Bdo ton bdo tang thudc
treong Van hod Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh,
da nhan hoc béng Nguyén Trwong To
clia VNHELP trong nam 1995. Em cho biét
du tinh ctia em sau khi tdt nghiép:

"Em mong muén dwoc tré vé va cé
viéc lam dung nganh minh hoc, voi Ddk
Lak voi Tay Nguyén, dé dong gop mot
phan nhé bé clia minh cho qué hwong noi
minh da dwoc nuéi ndng lon léen."

Trong bai vin viét vé nghé nghiép clia
minh giti sang VNHELP, em tam sy nhu
sau: "Nganh Bdo ton bdo tang la mot
nganh that 1a quen thudc & céac khu di
tich lich s, nhung né lai hoila trong gi6i
sinh vién va moi nguoi. Ra treong sé lam
gi? 1a cau hdi ma moi ngudi sé héi. Nam
dau tién, nhirng ngay dau di hoc em that
st bo ngd khi ti€p xtc cdi méi la cha
nganh minh da chon. Em cling dan dan
hiéu ra hét nghé nghiép ctia minh, sau
nay la lam cong tac bao vé céc di tich lich
stt, va kham ph4, khdo c6 nhirng di vat,
hién vat lich str... Diéu quan trong nhat 1a
phailam dé€ tat c& nhirng ai ciing hoc tap,
dang tim toi n6 cung v&i em cdm nhan
duwgc nghé nghiép r6 rang, dé€ cing nhau

tranh luan gidi quyét cho nghé nghiép
clia minh cang sang té hon, ty khéng
dinh minh Ia dat t&i muc dich.

Em thuwong dinh liéu cho minh nhw
thé nay: nhiém vu hién tai 1a hoc tap va
nghién cttu & mot moi tredng van hoa,
thé r6i moi tredrng nay sé kich thich em
tw tin, va dugc boc 16 nhirng mét manh
trong tai nidng ctia minh. Em luén co
gang tao ra nhirng gia tri vo gid trong
nganh Béo tang, d€ moi nguwoi ludn tin
yéu nghé nghiép ctia em. Va em ciing
lu6n cdm nhan dugc theo ban nang ctia
minh xem nganh hoc that sy cao qui va
dang lan tda ra giGi sinh vién.

Qua nhirng dot di thyc tap, duoc
tiép xtic véi dan anh, dan chi da di treéce

Xem tiép trang 7
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A Volunteer’s Perspective

hile browsing over hundreds of

photographs trying to pick-out
the best poster pictures for VINHELP'S
last anniversary celebration, I came
across a picture that has haunted me
since. The subject in the picture was a
ragged little girl who had found shelter
with the Can Tho Street Children Pro-
gram. The girl looked to be about eight
years old and was afflicted with polio,
as evidenced by her unusually emaci-
ated legs. Around the child's neck hung
a small bag containing her belongings
and lottery tickets that she peddled at
daytime, in addition to panhandling.

What struck me most about the
picture was not her condition; street
children are a prevalent phenomenon
in Viét Nam and one tends to get used
to seeing them. There was something
extraordinary in the child's facial
expression—calm and innocent, but
sad and hardened—her head held-up in
such a way that I felt she was not and
could not be threatened by anything
whatsoever. From her face, I could read
what the little girl had been through
during the eight years of her life.

Even though I was much more for-
tunate than the little girl in the photo-
graph when I was at her age, I identify
with her in many ways. I was also born
in Viét Nam, an underdeveloped coun-
try. Lwas once poor too and was among
the many uneducated youths who fell
behind as the rest of society moved for-
ward. And thought I am now living in
the United States with a solid educa-
tion behind me and a stable occupa-
tion supporting me, I will never forget
how it was to be young and poor in Viét
Nam. I was like the many other chil-
dren in my neighborhood, most of
whom never went to school. The other
necessities of life simply outweighed
the need for an education. I remember
watching students on their way to
school everyday and envying them. I
could only dream of the opportunities
that opened to these kids who were get-
ting an education. It was not until 1
arrived in the United States that I be-
gan the process of formal education.

Growing up in Viét Nam taught

With our help—
yours and
mine—the girl
in the
photograph
and others like
her will
continue to
hold their
heads high

(Photo by Vii
Kim Vinh)

me to value opportunities. Having
been given opportunities before, I feel
obliged to help giving them to others
who have not been as fortunate. I
would like to help these people make
their dreams come true, too. Hard
working and high aiming, many peo-
ple are held back only by the fact that
opportunities have not found them.
Given the initial help, I know these
people will be able to realize their
potential. My own life is a testimony to
this belief.

There are many reasons why I
choose to volunteer for VNHELP. I ad-
mire VNHELP's work and mission. I
support its strong emphasis on self-
help and youth programs, such as the
Can Tho Street Children program and
the Can Tho School for Handicapped
Children. But most importantly,
among the VNHELP staff and volun-
teers, I find the compassion, respect,
and appreciation toward the people

VNHELP aides. After all, it is compas-
sion, respect, and appreciation that
form the basis upon which programs
like the Can Tho Street Children Pro-
gram are started. Through such pro-
grams, children like the little girl in the
photograph which struck me so will
have an opportunity to find a substi-
tute home, to learn how to read and
write, and hopefully, to learn an occu-
pation that will take them into the
future. With our help-yours and
mine-the girl in the photograph and
others like her will continue to hold
their heads high.

Lwong Huynh

Lwong Huynh is one of VNHELP's
valued volunteers. Lwong has helped
reorganized our databases and played a
major role in organizing VINHELP'S last
fund-raiser, as well as helping with editing
of the newsletter. If you would like to help
Lwong and others at VNHELP in the work
we do, please contact the VNHELP office.
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VNHELP News Round-Up

VNHELP Annual Retreat

Friends, supporters, volunteers,
board and advisory board members
gathered at the Hidden Villa Hostel in
Los Altos Hills for the Annual Retreat
on November 9, 10 and 11, 1995. This
past year's retreat turned into more of
a working session.

VNHELP's tremendous growth in
the past two years had presented
everyone at the retreat a challenging
opportunity to deal with the increas-
ing demands of managing VNHELP on
a day-to-day basis and to meet the
needs of all supporters. Long-term
fund-raising plans and staffing struc-
ture were hammered out in strategic
planning sessions. Goals were set with
each board member committed to at
least one fund-raising project for Fis-
cal Year 96-97.

However, everyone was able to
find time for hiking and catching up
with one another. Once again, good
food was at the center of attention. Bui
Nhu Mai and crew were in charge of
the excellent menu.

A special guest from Viét Nam was
present at the retreat. Ms. Tran Thi
Hong Swong of the Can Tho Commu-
nity Health Education Center partici-
pated in various brainstorming
sessions.

VNHELP’s Viét Nam Coordinator
Visits Bay Area

Ms. Swong was in the United
States under the sponsorship of
VNHELP and U.S. Committee for Sci-
entific Cooperation. Ms. Swong
attended the American Public Health
Association Annual Conference in San
Diego in October 1995.

While in the Bay Area, she
attended National Asian Women’s
Health Organization’s first national
conference in San Francisco in
November 1995. "The conference was
very informative. They publicly dis-
cussed rather delicate health matters
in some of the workshops,” she com-
mented afterward. She was impressed
and fascinated by the shear number of
Asian women coming together from

across generational lines to discuss
once-taboo subjects. “These matters
would certainly not get discussed in
public in Viét Nam,” she continued.

Ms. Swong has been instrumental
in VNHELP's success in Can Tho'. She is
the founder and current director of
the Can Tho Community Public
Health Education Center. She has
served as VNHELP’s key link in Can
Tho Province.

VNHELP friends and supporters
gathered in VNHELP office on
November 16, 1995 to welcome Ms.
Suwong and exchange information on
health related issues. Sonny Lé also
accompanied her on a whirlwind tour
of the Bay Area which included visits

to the Southeast Asian AIDS Project,
Vietnamese Youth Development Cen-
ter, an Asian American art exhibit at
the Center for the Arts at the Yerba
Buena Gardens, and the Glide Memo-
rial Church soup kitchen.

The soup kitchen and the art
exhibit made quite an impression on
her. They were handed a tray and food
upon entering the soup kitchen at
Glide. The exhibit was about racial
discrimination, stereotypes and other
problems that Asian Americans face
being in America. These are the topics
that often confound and intrigue
Asians in Asia.

Continued on page 8

From the Executive Director

HELP is at a very crucial and
challenging juncture. We are in a

transition from an organization that
was founded, literally speaking, in the
kitchen of one of the founders, to hav-
ing an office in Oakland and now an
Executive Director.

VNHELP becomes focused more
than ever on our mission and goals of
assisting Vietnamese rural communi-
ties to overcome poverty and under-
development. The founders, nume-
rous volunteers and supporters have
helped build a solid foundation with
well-regarded programs. They are the
Nguyén Truwong To College Scholar-
ship, the Children Educational Radio
Program, the Can Tho School for
Handicapped Children, to name a
few.

The organization’s strength has
been built on the above cost-effective
yet successful programs with the com-
mitment and dedication from the all
volunteer coordinating staff and
working board members. VNHELP’s
success has been largely dependent
on the support and generosity of
many individuals.

Project coordinators are working

hard with the incoming Project Com-
mittee Director to complete a com-
prehensive assessment of all pro-
grams VNHELP has funded in the past
years. The results of this assessment
will enable us to analyze the impact of
our assistance. We are looking at
increasing the Nguyén Truwong ToO
College Scholarship—our cornerstone
program-in the amount given as well
as in the duration of the awards. We
are preparing for the second phase of
the Can Tho Street Children Program:
Vocational Training. We believe the
Street Children Program can be built
into a model at-risk youth program
with comprehensive services.
I am proud to be part of VNHELP.
It is an honor and privilege to be
VNHELP's first Executive Director. I
thank the founders of VNHELP for hav-
ing such vision and having instilled
such dedication and commitment in
all those who have been involved. I
invite all VNHELP’s past, current and
future friends and supporters to join
me to help expand VNHELP in order to
achieve our mission and goal of help-
ing Vietnamese in Viét Nam to help
themselves.
Lé Minh Son (Sonny)
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Street Children Program Moves Forward

NHELP’s most sincere thanks to
all those who have responded so

promptly with donations. We have to
single out Dr. Treong Thi Bach and
Ms. Jeremy Potash as the first two
individuals who responded within
days after the Spring 95 newsletter
went out. The Street Children Pro-
gram was the feature of the issue.

Increased Funding for Program

Two installments totalling of
$2,000 have been delivered to the pro-
gram for the year 1995-96 while fund-
ing for the Fiscal Year 1996-97 has
been increased to $5,000. The fund
was increased due to VNHELP’s antici-
pation of the next phase of the pro-
gram: Vocational Training.

Daily Hot Meal

The money has helped alleviate
financial difficulties that the program
experienced. Prior to being funded by
VNHELP, the Daily Hot Meal program
had often fallen short or not been
enough for the number of children
that showed up. Many children had to
be turned away. Before going home
after a long day scavenging, begging
and hustling, these children in the City
of Can Tho stop by for a hot meal. Cur-
rently 40 registered children are guar-
anteed one hot meal a day, six days a
week. Many others who are not regis-
tered are those who come by every
now and then. These children add up
to a total of about 70 children.

Current Services

The fund currently covers the fol-
lowing services for 40 children ages 5
to 15: 1) daily hot meal on Monday
through Saturday, 2) clothing, 3)
school supplies, 4) basic medicines, 5)
remedial education, 6) salary for two
teachers.

Among the 40 children being sup-
ported by VNHELP's funding: ten are in
1st grade, four are in 2nd grade, four
are in 3rd grade, one is in 4th grade.
The program provides a kindergarten/
1st grade-level class for the other chil-
dren who do not go to regular school.

Reading lessons for a better future. (Photo by Minh Tri)

Extra Curricula Activities

Recreational activities are held on
the weekends. One teacher from the
school district visits the students on a
weekly basis to monitor and follow-up
with the students' progress. Volun-
teers from Can Tho University assist
with weekend outings.

The children were treated to Mid-
Autumn Moon Festival and Lunar
New Year or Tet parties with each
child receiving a gift valued at 50 U.S.
cents.

Vocational Training

VNHELP and the Can Tho Charita-
ble Institution have been discussing
what best suits the needs of the chil-
dren. The feasibility of an on-the-job
training program for the older chil-
dren has been developed.

Under this program, apprentices
will be placed with employers for on-
the-job training. VNHELP will pay the
training fees for the apprentices. We
will be working with existing busi-
nesses and vocational training pro-
grams that are already in place in Can
Tho.

Efforts will be made to place the

children in the kind of work in which
they have expressed the most interest.
VNHELP’s coordinator will work
closely with the employer and the
children in monitoring the children’s
progress, and ensuring that they are
being given ample training and
opportunity to learn and apply their
developing skills.

For girls, the training program will
include tailor, embroidery, and hand-
icraft training. For boys, the program
will include machinist, TV-VCR repair,
and tailor training. The boys will be in
the internship programs set up with
local machine shops and TV-VCR
repair shops.

Long Term Impact

The on-the-job training program
will enable the children to learn a skill
while working and ensure continued
employment after training. With a
successful start, VNHELP can build this
program into a model comprehensive
service program for at-risk street chil-
dren. This is the only way for the pro-
gram to achieve long-term impact and
to ensure the children’s successful re-
integration into society. O

Sonny Lé



VNHELP Supporter Survey
Tham khdo Y kién

As a VNHELP supporter and newsletter reader, your input is valuable to us and allows us to gauge how
well we are going or what we need to do differently. Please take a few minutes to fill-out the short survey
below, and send back to VNHELP. THANK YOU !

La doc gid va ting ho vién ctia VNHELP, y kién déng gop ctia qui vi thdt la quy bdu cho VNHELP. DE gitip
chiing toi lam viéc t0t hon xin qui vi vui long dién vao to tham khdo y kién dwdi ddy va goi dén VINHELP.
Xin thanh thdt CAM ON'!

1) Iwould like to see more of the following types of articles in the newsletter (T6i muén doc nhitng logi bai
sau day):
____ Program Information (Tin tikc vé cdc chwong trinh tai trg)
____Recipient Profiles (Gidi thiéu vé nguoi dwgc tror cap)
___Vietnamese Culture (Van héa Viét Nam)

Organization News (Sinh hoat ctia t0 chitc VNHELP)

Other, please specify (Loai bai khdc, xin ghi ro):

2) What I most like about the newsletter (Nhirng gi toi thich nhdt trong bdn tin):

3) What I like least about the newsletter (Nhirng gi t0i khong thich trong bdn tin):

4) 1 feel that doing the following this will improve the quality of the newsletter (Téi thdy rang lam nhitng
diéu dwdi day sé giup cdi tién chadt lwong ctia bdn tin):
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What can you do in helping VNHELP
achieve its goals?

1) Assist us in fund-raising and outreach through word
of mouth, or hosting house party fund-raisers.

2) Help us celebrate the Fifth Anniversary of VINHELP.
We need volunteers to plan and organize the event and
celebration. Call VNHELP and let us know you are inter-
ested.

Please continue to share with us
your creative ideas
and concerns and help VNHELP grow.

Ban c6 thé'lam gi dé givip do» VNHELP dat
dwoc muc dich?

1) Gitp d& ching téi qua cac chuong trinh gay quy va
thong tin, hay t6 chirc cac budi tiép tan gay quy.

2) Gitp ching t6i mirng Ky niém 5 nam thanh lap
VNHELP. Ching t6i mong nhan dugc sy gitp d& thién chi
clia cdc ban dé€ t6 chirc gay quy. Hay goi VNHELP va cho
chung t6i bi€t ban mudn dong gop.

. Xin chia sé v¢i chiing t0i
vé nhieng diéu cdc ban quan tam dé gilip VNHELP
ngay cang thém phdt trién.

VNHELP needs your feedback and input
so we can be more effective and efficient in our efforts
in Viét Nam as well as in the U.S.

Chiing t6i mong dén nhan y kién
, dong gop ciia cdic ban
dé ginp chiing toi lam viéc hitu hiéu hon.

r— —n
| Postage |
| needed |
L— — 4

VNHELP

1212 Broadway, Suite 830
Oakland, CA 94612
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P4y manh Chwong trinh Gitip Tré em Pworng pho

Ching t6i xin chan thanh cdm on
tdt cd cac ban da nhanh chong dap
ing 161 kéu goi déng gép cho churong
trinh trg gidp Cau lac by Tré em
Duong pho Can Tho. Dac biétla bac si
Trrong Thi Bach va c6 Jeremy Potash
1a hai nguoi dau tién déong gép ngay
sau khi Bén tin s6 14 n6i vé chuwong
trinh nay duogc phat hanh.

Duw chi cho nam 1996

Chting t6i da chuyén dén Cau lac
bo s6 tién tong cong 1a 2.000 My kim,
cho nién khod 1995-96. Trong nién
khoda 1996-97, VNHELP dy tinh ngan
sdch tai tro cho Cau lac b0 Tré em
Duong pho Can Tho 1a 5.000 My kim
dé cung cdp déu din bita dn néng
hang ngay cho cdc em tai Caulac bg va
trg gitip chwong trinh hoc nghé theo
mo hinh vira hoc vira lam cho cac em
16 tudi.
Biva dn néng mbi ngay

S6 tién déng gbp chia qui vi hdo
tam sé gitp gidm b6t phan nao nhirng
kho khan hién nay ctia Cau lac bo Tré
em Duong phd. Trudce kia cac bira an
néng cho cic em it khi déu dan va
thuong bi thiéu vi s6 cdc em dén qua
dong. Vi thé da c6 rat nhiéu em phai
an thiéu hoac khong c6 bira dn. Sau ca
ngay di kiém séng ngoai duong phd,
nhu ban bdo hodc vé s6, doi khi trom
cép, Caulac bo 1a noi cac em tré vé dé
¢6 dugc bira an néng. Hién nay, Cau
lac bo c6 thé cung cdp dwoc 40 phan
an mdi ngay, sdu ngay mdi tudn, cho
céc em. Day la nhirng em da ghi danh
tham gia vao chwong trinh. Nhiéu em
khdc khong ghi danh nhung thinh
thodng van ghé qua d€ &n t6i, c6 ltc
1én dén 70 em.

Dong gép ciita VNHELP hién nay

S6 tién VNHELP tai trg cho Cau lac
b sé gitp bdo ddm bira dn néng déu
ddn méi ngay cho 40 em, tudi tir 5 t&i
15. Tu6i trung binh ctia 40 em duoc
VNHELP tr¢ gitip 1a 9 tudi. Vé trinh do
hoc vdn cia cdc em c6 thé phan loaira
nhu sau: mudi em 16p 1, bon em 16p
2,bon em 16p 3, mot em 16p 4, cdc em
con lai thudc 1¢p mau gido.

Cau lac bo mé 16p hoc tap doc,
tap viét danh cho cdc em véi trinh do
mau gido va 16p mot do hai gido vién
phu trdch. Moi tuan déu c6 mot gido
vién & S& gido duc thanh phé Can Tho
dén gitp v kién va theo doi viéc hoc
clia cdc em hoc sinh tai Cau lac bo.
Cécl6p hoc bt dau tir 5 gior chiéu dén
7 gio t0i va mé 5 ngay mdi tuan. SO
tién trg gidp ctia VNHELP ciing dugc
dung dé mua quan 4o, gidy viét, mot
s6 thudc thong thuong va trd lvong
cho hai c6 gido.

Sinh hoat mang tinh gia dinh
Ngoai ra, Cau lac bd con t6 chirc
nhirng budi sinh hoat vao cu6i tuan
cho cic em duong phd, do cac sinh
vién thién nguyén & Dai hoc Can Tho
phu gitip. Mdi nam vao dip Trung Thu
va Tét, Caulac bo déu td chirc vui choi
va phdt qua cho cdc em. Nhitng sinh
hoat nay nham muc dich tao thém
phan nao moi tredng séng nhu trong
gia dinh cho céc tré em duong pho.

Chwong trinh hoc nghé

VNHELP va Hoi Tt thién Can Tho
da cung théo luan dé tim cach dap
rng t6t nhat cho nhu ciu cta cdc em .
Chuong trinh hudn nghé tro gitp cho
cac em 16n tudi theo mé hinh viea hoc
vira lam dugc xdc tién. Cac em 16n
twdi da ghi danh tai Cau lac bd Tré em
Duong pho sé dugc bd tri hoc nghé,
vira hoc vira lam viéc v&i cac nghiép
cht tai Can Tho. Trong suét thoi gian
hoc nghé, VNHELP sé trd 1¢ phi cho cac
em hoc.

Moi né lirc déu nhdm dwa nguoi
hoc nghé vao céng viéc ma em quan
tam nhat. Phéi hgp vién cia VNHELP
sé cung lam viéc chat ché v&i cac
nghiép chli va cdc em hoc nghé, theo
doi cdc thanh qué dat dugc, ddm béo
cho cac em hoc nghé, duwoc chi bdo
tan tinh, c¢6 co hoi hoc tap va thuc
hanh, nang cao tay nghé.

Nhirng 16p hudn nghé du trit cho
cic em gdi la thg may va thg théu. Sau
khi hoc xong, cdc em sé di kha nang
cit may va théu dan. D6i v6i cac em
trai s& hoc cdc nghé thg mady, thg sira
TV va VCR, hay thg may. Cic em sé

dugc hoc nghé tai cac xuwdng may va
co s¢ thwong mai tai dia phuwong.
Hién nay & Can Tho c6 nhu ciu kha
l6n cho cdc nganh nghé nay, va sy
phat trién kinh t€ dia phwong sé doi
héi ngay cang nhiéu thg chuyén mén
c6 tay nghé.
Thanh qud lau dai

Trg giap cho cic tré em qua
chwong trinh hoc nghé theo mo hinh
vira hoc vira lam, 1a nham gitp cac em
dat dwoc tay nghé virng vang va co
trién vong dugc tuyén dung ngay sau
khi hét thoi gian hoc viéc. Dong thoi
gitp cdc co s& thwong mai dia
phuong c6 dwgc nhitng cong nhan
chdm chi va c6 tay nghé virng chic.

VNHELP hy vong rang tir d6 cdc em
s& ¢6 co hoi hoc dugc nganh nghé
minh yéu thich dé c6 thé c6 ging tré
thanh nguoi hitu ich sau nay. O

Lé Minh Son

Sinh Vién. o0

Tiép theo trang 1

em rdt mén phuc tinh than yéu qui
nghé nghiép cta céc anh chi. Em da
dugc nghe céc cau chuyén ké vé céc
chuyén cong tac di khéo cd, khai quat
nhirng di tich lich stt. Dan ra em c6 y
thitc hon, em da hoc dugc cach lam
chd tira cho minh, theo kinh nghiém
minh thu nhan duwgc. Co ban nhat 1a
yéu nghé.

Mic di, c6 nhirng tran tré, tré
ngai trong viéc hoc, nhung em van
luon tim t0i, sdng tao, chuin bi nhirng
kién thirc minh da hoc dé rdi nhap
cudc véi mot y thire, day nghi lyc clia
minh dédi véi nghé nghiép dé cong tac
tai tinh nha Phad Yén sau khira treong.

C6 1€ theo em nghi, nhirng di san
van héa, khu di tich, cic danh lam
thadng cadnh dang trong dgi nhirng
ngudi yéu nghé, cai tao gop sirc dwng
xay. T4t cé cho twong lai sau nay 1a y
chi khdng dinh va bang tréi tim khat
vong doi vii nghé nghiép." O
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VNHELP News Round Up

Continued from page 3

Presence at Community Events

VNHELP shared a booth with the
San Francisco-based Asian Law Cau-
cus at the 1996 San Francisco Tender-
loin Tét Festival, an outdoors street
festival. Many thanks to our board
members, Nguyén Dung Tai and
Nguyén Ngoc Thinh for getting up
early to set up the booth. Also thanks
to board member Ta Minh Hoa, vol-
unteers Tran Nha Uyén and Ton Nt
Giang Thanh for helping out at the Tét
Festival.

VNHELP also presented an infor-
mation session, complete with slides,
at the 12th Annual Southeast Asian
Faire in Sacramento on March 2. The
Faire, sponsored by the Folsom
Codova Unified Schools District-
based Southeast Asian Community
Resource Center, is the largest annual
gathering of Southeast Asian Ameri-
can K-12 educators and social service
providers in California.

Viét Nam Photo Exhibit

VNHELP helped host the reception
for Viét Nam: Place and People, a pho-
tographic exhibit of Viét Nam by
Chung Hoang Chwong and Eric Crys-
tal. Professor Chwrong, Advisory Board
member and professor Crystal,
VNHELP's long-time friend and sup-
porter, share interests in Southeast

Asian Culture, Asian and Asian Ameri-
can Studies, and photographic inter-
pretation of contemporary issues.

The exhibit, produced by the East
Bay Asian Local Development Corpo-
ration (EBALDC) in association with
the Ohana Cultural Center and
VNHELP ran from November 6, 1995 to
February 2, 1996, at EBALDC's Asian
Resource Center Gallery in Oakland
Chinatown.

Once Upon a Dream

Congratulations to Dé Tran of San
Jose Mercury News, Andrew Lam of
the Pacific News Service, and friends
for the successful launch of Once
Upon a Dream: The Vietnamese-Amer-
ican Anthology. Once Upon a Dream, a
collection of short stories, fictions, art
works and essays by Vietnamese-
American writers and artists, is now
available at Barnes & Noble and other
bookstores. Twenty percent (20%) of
profit from the sales go to VNHELP. We
would like to thank San Jose Mercury
News and all the authors for their gen-
erosity.

Viét Nam Traveler s Tales Book

Also congratulations to our Advi-
sory Board member, Nguyén Qui Dtrc,
on the publication of Viét Nam: A
Traveler' s Literary Companion, a col-

lection of short stories which Dttc co-
edited with John Balaban.

Monsoon Advertising

Best wishes to Thién D6,
VNHELP's friend and supporter, and
Dttc (again!). They are partners of the
newly formed Monsoon Advertising
Agency which is located in San Fran-
cisco. O

e I
VNHELP Wish List.

We are looking for donation of the
following items and services:

. Laser printer for Mac or HP ink

jet printer

. Digital telephone with speak-
erphone capability

. 14,400 and faster modem for
Mac

. Office supplies: paper, enve-
lopes, paper clips, pen, etc.
« Accounting services

Please contact VNHELP
(510) 832-4715
\ifyou would like to make a donation)
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